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Graduate Student Association General Assembly 

December 4th, 2018 

 

 

The December meeting of the University of Toledo Graduate Student Association was held on 

Main Campus in the Ingman Room in the Student Union Building. The officers present were the 

President (Alisa Nammavong), the Vice President (Sahar Atshan), the Main Campus Secretary 

(Shelby Kesterson) and the Health Science Secretary (Ethel Tackie-Yarboi). 

Representatives present: David McMurray, Ibeh Omodolar, Katsumi Takeno, Robert 

Worthington, Sabrinne Gibson, Darren Gordon, Hallie Dolin, Ian Clifton, Zachary Douglas, 

Sydney Miller, and Pranav Patel. 

Representatives absent without proxy: Brittany Jones, Christina Jones, Devante Russell, Morgan 

Ramsdell, Abduallah Al Saad, and Prabhani Rajakaruna.  

Representatives absent with proxy: Laura Morillo, Jeanna Tran, and Sujata Pandey. 

The call to order was made by Alisa Nammavong at 6:03 pm; 45 total people were in attendance.  

Zachary Douglas motioned to approve the November 2018 minutes and Hallie Dolin seconded 

the motion. 

Ms. Atshan presented updates of the Midwest Graduate Research Symposium (MGRS). The date 

for the event is April 6th, 2019 at the Student Union and Memorial Field House. We have invited 

99 universities to the event. Ms. Atshan further discusses the steering committees. The lead 

symposium co-coordinators and key coordinators are Alisa Nammavong and Sahar Atshan. The 

recruitment coordinators are Katsumi Takeno and Dave Sherman. The scheduling coordinator is 

Hossein Abedsoltan and the program coordinator is Zeinab Zoghi. Steering committees that still 

require coordinators include; the Contributions Coordinator which appeals to organizations (i.e., 

Sigma Xi, AWIS, NSF) universities, colleges, local businesses and others to sponsor awards and 

programs for the symposium, the Judges Coordinator which is responsible for recruiting UT 

professors and administrators to serve as judges for oral and poster presentations, and the 

Volunteers Coordinator which is responsible for recruiting undergraduate and graduate 

volunteers to participate in organization and management of the preparation and event including 

delegating tasks during and before the symposium . Volunteers receive $400.00 in travel 

reimbursements and if interested please contact Sahar Atshan. An invitation was sent to Dr. 

Charlene Gilbert to be the keynote speaker for the event, but still waiting back on a response. 

Registration for the event will open by Christmas.  
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On behalf of Ms. Kagy, Ms. Nammavong presented the budget. There is about $30,000 left for 

travel reimbursement, but a large majority of that budget tends to get spent in the spring and 

summer. There is still a large amount of funding left for organization funding. The switch from 6 

month active status to 3 month active status has not been discussed with COGS yet. Ms. 

Nammavong stressed the importance of reading the requirements to receive travel 

reimbursements prior to submitting a request. She further clarified inactive versus active status 

and to make sure to read through the instructions and requirements to become an active member. 

Your active status is currently 6 months from the day you become an active member.    

Ms. Nammavong presented updates from the external committee meetings.  

The Graduate Council discussed Graduate Student enrollment status including what designates 

full time versus part-time students including the number of credits required to be full time for 

summer session and how this will impact summer students. The graduate student missed class 

policy is currently under review in the Provost Office and graduate council executive committee 

and should be coming out fairly soon. 

COGS is developing a diversity plan over the spring and is working with the Graduate Dean 

Scholars and Fellows as well as the Office of Diversity and Inclusion.  

The Graduate Research Award received 37 complete applications. Dr. Schempler plans on 

having reviews complete before the end of the semester and is looking for suggestions to 

improve the processes for next year including find methods to be more inclusive of all 

professions and fields, rather than just STEM research.  

COGS is looking for pictures, stories of graduate student and faculty success to update scrolling 

banner on homepage. 

Md Kamal Hossain, PhD from Medicinal Chemistry was chosen as the Graduate commencement 

speaker on December 15th.  

Three Minute Thesis information is currently available through COGS website. 

Ms. Nammavong presented the Director of Legislative Affairs report for the fall from the 

National Association of Graduate Student Professionals (NAGPS).  
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The goal of the NAGPS DLA is a graduate student presence with higher education and federal 

administration. NAGPS hopes to improve collaborative efforts between NAGPS, graduate 

students and other offices related to higher education.  

The DLA provides on the ground insight into graduate education policy and suggestions for 

advocacy including; position statements on proposed legislation, budget releases and policy 

changes, engaging more directly with legislation and rulemaking process to draft official 

comments and to collaborate and negotiate with lawmakers, leverage relationships with 

university administrator to encourage them to take similar actions, and to continue gathering 

information and stories from graduate students that will be needed  to mobilize effectively.  

Advocacy messaging to both parties of the chambers of Congress is a difficult battle for graduate 

students in the battle of higher education advocacy. Congress has belief that graduate students 

will have higher paying jobs upon graduation and therefore be able to afford cost of student loans 

and that graduate student concerns should not be of significant interest to federal government. 

There is little recognition of the contributions to both economic and research progress.  

NAGPS hopes to educate offices on graduate education. The bulk of ‘research initiatives” and 

quality of life directly impacts university and research productivity. Graduate students mentor 

and teach undergraduates, thus directly impacting success in school and after. The work and life 

conditions are exceptionally poor with negative mental health rates six times that of the national 

average and a drop-out rate of PhD students at about 50%. The cause of poor conditions, in large 

part, stems from the culture of academia and mentor relationships and do not need to necessarily 

be solved by increased funding for student loans. There needs to be wholistic not simplistic 

solutions to improving the culture of graduate education at universities. Contact the GSA 

president (Alisa Nammavong) for a copy of the NAGPS DLA.  

The Senate bill on Public Service Loan forgiveness program may turn into the first senate 

version of Higher Education Act (HEA) reauthorization. There are proposed rule changes in 

Department of Education for Title IX and Title IV. Policy changes with the Department of 

Homeland Security and State Department may impact immigration of international students and 

schools. The White House budget proposal is set to be released to Congress in February.  

NAGPS meeting with the Department of Education discussed student access to student loans 

should be based on projected “program level earnings.” Therefore, excessive debt for students 

seeking low-earning high-value careers should be avoided either by decreased tuition or external 

support through private program-leveled donations. They believe that financial aid system is too 
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complex and unfairly penalizes students and should be fixed through rulemaking process. The 

Department of Education does not approve of the Public Service Loan Forgiveness and blames 

the current problems on congress. They believe there should be more jobs for terminal STEM 

degrees and express lack of support for STEM graduate programs.  

NAGPS concludes that it is difficult to ascertain insight into graduate education in policy without 

regular presence in Washington D.C. as well as develop relationships with other key education-

related organizations and offices.  

A meeting of UT GSA with BGSU Graduate Student Senate is scheduled for December 5th.  

In the meeting with Provost Hsu, UT’s Day of Giving was discussed. Over $700,000 was raised. 

UT is a nationally ranked university so in order to meet the necessary criteria for ranking, 

involvement from alumni is important. It is important for alumni to donate once they graduate. 

The University is re-allocating budget to better serve its students. For example, Student 

Government President, Drew, brought up the Youth Summer program that accommodated 

seniors in high school to spend the summer at UT in an attempt to recruit. This money was 

disbursed into departments to re-allocate funds.  

If you have any further questions about the College of Graduate Studies Report, please contact 

Dr. Cyndee Gruden, Interim Dean of COGS. Health insurance conversations are currently 

ongoing. People expressed issues making contact with the necessary people and instead just kept 

getting redirected. Audience member asked, “What kind of solutions are they looking for? We 

feel like we are just being kept in the dark about an actual solution.” Ms. Nammavong replied, 

“Dr. Gruden has been looking at what other people at other universities are doing. There are 

solutions that are working for other universities. It’s just trying to find the solution that works 

best for our university.” 

Dr. Gruden and Terry Hayes are working on applications for the University Fellowship and the 

Bostleman, Fields, and Whiteford Scholarships. Application dates will be early February with 

details posted through COGS as soon as possible and are working with Financial Aid on the 

application process.  

The floor was opened for updates from the committees. There were no updates from the public 

relations committee, professional development committee, the research and development 

committee and the budget review committee. The social events committee discussed their mixer 

from the previous weekend. There were about 50 people present and everyone seemed to really 
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enjoy themselves. The constitution review committee presented their updates including an 

updated amendment on conflict of interest which states that GSA officers cannot propose budget 

requests if they are part of another organization. Special Interest Committee on Health gave 

updates on future meetings to discuss health care interests and will be updating the website.  

There were no group funding requests.  

Upcoming Events:  

 Spring Registration is open 

 December 15th: Fall Commencement 

 Professional Development Survey continues: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MK7JZTB 

 

Thank you to Gary Casteel for organizing Oath Pizza samples.  

Ms. Nammavong briefly discussed new business.  

The UT writing center on the Health Science campus in the Mulford Library Room 420 will be 

opened every Tuesday for the remainder of the semester from 10a -12p. Tutors are available to 

help with ideas, organization, development, argument, synthesis and writer’s concerns.  

Briefly discussed the need for feedback from the College of Engineering students in terms of 

what programs would they like to see within their college, should the college bring back the 

Engineering Graduate Student association or have an Engineering Student Association and what 

roles would this play? 

Hallie Dolin motioned to adjourn and Ibeh Omodolar seconded at 6:25 pm 
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On behalf of the Graduate Student Association, we thank you for coming to the meeting in 

December. Below are highlights of the meeting along with attached minutes and budget 

update. Please share this with your corresponding college! 

 The Midwest Graduate Research Symposium will be held on April 6, 2019 and is still 

in need on several volunteers for steering committees. 

 COGS is requesting pictures, stories of graduate student and faculty success to 

update their scrolling banner on homepage. 

 Three Minute Thesis information is now available through COGS website. 

 Details of the Director of Legislative Affairs report from the National Association of 

Graduate Student Professionals (NAGPS) is discussed in the attached minutes. Their 

goal is a graduate student presence with higher education and federal 

administration. 

 Attached is the rough agenda for the upcoming meeting. Representatives will 

be voting on approval of the December minutes.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the Graduate Student 

Association at graduatestudentassociation@gmail.com. Our next meeting is Jan. 23rd from 

6-8pm on the Health Science Campus in HEB 105. 
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