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I. Call to order 

 was made by the president. 

 

II. Introductory remarks 

 Were made by the president and vice president. Thihal gave a quick overview of 

the GSA, explaining was it is and what it can do. The vice president gave a brief 

idea about how meetings would be conducted. It was mentioned that debriefing 

was off the record and would give members a chance to “vent” if they had a 

problem with anything. 

 

III. Introductions 

 Officers and other attendees introduced themselves, giving their name and which 

department they were from. In attendance were: 

 

 Thihal P. (President- Chemical Engineering) 

 Michael Bechill (Vice President- Medical Microbiology and Immunology) 

 Dawei Yuan (Treasurer- Bioengineering) 

 Josh Waldman (Secretary- Medicine) 

 Tamam Baiz (Secretary- Chemistry) 

 Anish Purohit- Biological Sciences 

 Cara Elmer- UT Medical Student Council 

 Christopher Dearth- Kinesiology 

 Andrew Klise- Medicine 

 Saurabh Sharma- Health Science Campus 

 Minal- Engineering?- (Not sure since nothing was written) 

 

IV. Report on Last Year 

 A quick report of last years events and achievements was given by the president. 

The main events of last year were: a Halloween party, an end-of –semester party, 

bowling night and most importantly the GSA symposium, which attracted 

graduate students from various departments across both campuses.  

 

V. Plans for the 2009/2010 Academic Year. 

 The president and vice president went over plans for the 2009/2010 academic 

year. The first area of discussion was about the budget and travel reimbursements. 

Last year, the cutoff was ~$100 for non-active members, $175 for active 

members. The travel reimbursement budget was a little over $1000. This year, 

however, the university (approved by the Dean of Graduate Studies) has given the 

GSA an additional $10,000 for this budget. There was then some discussion about 

the GSA symposium, as well as the Sigma Xi which the GSA participated in in an 

effort to attract more people to the GSA symposium.  

 Thihal also went over the COGS-Graduate Professional Development 

Opportunities 2009-10, a program started this year, which will include various 

workshops that are aimed to help graduate students during their graduate studies, 
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as well as in what comes after graduation. A list of these is found in a flyer that 

will be provided to graduate students and which was approved by all the 

attendees. There was also talk about possible social events. Suggestions included: 

a movie night, a ball (suggested by the medical students), in addition to what was 

done last year. 

 Mike then went over the issue of raising social awareness about the GSA since it 

represents all graduate students. Mike also went over the new organizational 

structure of the GSA. This will include having a representative from each 

department who will be expected to attend every meeting since he/she is the voice 

of their department. If they fail to show up to consecutive meetings, they lose 

their voice. 

 

VI. Committees 

 The next point of the meeting was to go over the 4 committees of the GSA which 

are: Professional Development (PD), Travel Reimbursements (TR), GSA Public 

Relations (PR) and Social Events (SE) and assign a chair for each, and members. 

Mike explained what each committees job was and got people to volunteer for 

them.  

 It was noted that for those in the TR committee, they would have to go through 

last years papers and see if there was anything useful. They will also be working 

to make the application process less complicated so that people are not frustrated 

by it. The PR committee has an internal and an external component. Internally, it 

is necessary to teach what GSA is and how it can help you. Externally, name 

recognition goes a long way (quote form Mike) and so it is important that GSA 

get in the news (newspaper or TV) so that people know what it is. This adds more 

value to our degree. We NEED to create awareness! 

 As for SE, the goal is to plan something that people will come to so that graduate 

students can branch out. The committees were formed and the following are the 

members of each: 

PD   TR   PR   SE 

Minal   Dawei   Saurabh  Mike 

Dawei   Chris   Josh   Saurabh 

Thihal   Anish   Chris   Tamam 

         Andy 

 As for university committees, these will be determined later. 

 

VII New Business  

 There was then a call for suggestions that will help recruit to the GSA. 

Suggestions included: providing food at meetings, getting officials to consider 

solutions for the parking issue on the HSC, especially with pharmacy moving 

there next year. Mike promised to address the parking issue ASAP with certain 

people that might help. Other suggestions were that contact information from 

various parts of campus needed to be obtained to make sure everyone was getting 

the updates. There was also talk about problems faced by international students 

when they first arrive since they don’t know what they need. Mike said he would 
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send an email with the link to a university international checklist that could be 

helpful.  

 

VIII Adjournment 

 Meeting was adjourned by the president. 

 


