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I. Call to order  

 Thihal gave the call to order and welcomed everyone to the November 

GSA meeting.  24 people were present at the meeting. 

 

II. Approve minutes from October 21, 2009 

 Josh explained why we approve the minutes from the prior meeting and 

also the process which is involved in doing so. There were a few typos 

pointed out. But otherwise, the minutes were approved, seconded, and 

voted on unanimously.    

 

III. Sigma Xi Symposium Outcome 

 Thihal asked the new members present to introduce themselves. He then 

talked about the Sigma Xi Symposium which was held on October 24, 

2009. He said that it was a great success with 45 oral presentations and 35 

poster presentations. There were 3 sessions and awards were given in each 

session. Thihal went on to say that the symposium served its purpose and 

thanked all volunteers from the GSA. 

 

IV. Professional Development Workshop Outcome 

 Thihal mentioned that the workshop for career development of Masters 

students had occurred and thanked volunteers from the GSA. He also 

asked for volunteers for next month’s workshop. However, a time and date 

had not been set so he said he would email us with the information (Mike 

said it would be put on the GSA website) so people would check their 

availability.  

 

V. ETD submission-GCEC & GC Decision  

 Thihal said this issue has been discussed for the past 5 months. It has been 

approved. Therefore, the Graduate School no longer requires paper copies 

of theses and dissertations. Everything will now be submitted 

electronically. However, this does not include copies to be submitted to 

your department, advisor, etc. Masters projects are not to be turned in 

electronically. Some are not sure what they mean by Masters project- this 

decision has yet to be made. 

 

VI. Committee Breakout Session 

 Josh explained that committees were changed in the last meeting. He said 

committees would now get together for 15 min to talk and discuss where 

they were and what they wanted to do next and then tell us what they had 

decided. 

 

VII. Social Events Committee 

 Chase talked about having a Grad Student Bar Night. He said he talked to 

Bunkers. They haven’t given him a deal yet so Aziz said he could check 

with Bar Louie and that way they could see who gives the better deal. A 

date was set for January 22, 2010.  
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 Thihal asked if something could be set up for this semester such as a Grad 

Student Mixer. Thihal and Mike discussed where it could be and how to 

book it. They suggested it could be held the week before break. 

 

VIII. Professional Development Committee 

 Minal said they wanted to talk with the Grad School to set up more 

workshops, mock interviews, etc which would be beneficial for graduate 

students. It was also pointed out that many students missed the dissertation 

workshop and wanted to know if another one could be held in the spring. 

 

IX. Travel Reimbursement Committee 

 Mike and Dawei passed out a copy of the new reimbursement form to all 

those present so we could look at it and give our opinion. Two important 

things as part of the reimbursement process are requirement of the 

advisors signature and an unofficial transcript. Many important points 

were brought up. Someone asked how much the budget was. Mike and 

Thihal said we have ($11200). Some had concerns about personal 

information confidentiality. They expressed concern about unofficial 

transcripts being turned in and someone seeing them. It was suggested that 

these be shredded or put under lock and key. Others said we should not 

request an unofficial transcript as part of the reimbursement process. It 

was pointed out that the reason for requesting it is to use GPA as a 

criterion, as well as to verify the applicant is a graduate student at UT. 

Someone asked if there was a fee that had to be paid on behalf of the 

GSA. Mike said there was not. Someone also asked if we were insured. 

 

X. Public Relations Committee 

 Saurabh gave an idea to new members about what the job of the 

committee was. He said they had contacted Channel 11 to see if they 

would be interested in highlighting graduate research in hopes to give the 

community an idea of the research going on at UT. In has been 2 weeks 

and they have not heard back so now they have contacted Channel 13. If 

they do not hear back from them, they will contact the blade. Saurabh 

suggested we invite students from other universities to our research 

forums. Thihal said that would be a good idea. Josh also suggested that we 

should try to reach out to people at UT and not just outsiders. It was also 

suggested we talk to faculty and see areas where we could help that would 

bring publicity to the GSA. Thihal asked the committee to look for ways 

to advertise what GSA does. Linda suggested getting stuff from rocket 

copy (posters, fliers,etc.) and charging it to the rocket copy account. 

 

XI. GSA representative for the Student Activity Committee 

 Chase said he will keep trying to get someone else for this committee. 

Thihal asked for volunteers for different committees. Mike pointed out we 

should have dates and times so people know whether or not they are 

available. 
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XII. New Business  

 Mike talked about getting people involved. Turnover is a big concern. You 

need people to come back to the meetings every semester. He asked what 

the officers could do to make the meetings interesting and fun so people 

want to come back. He asked all present to think about ways to make the 

meetings more enjoyable and effective for the next meeting. Someone 

suggested we look at other organizations and see what they do regarding 

this matter. Josh asked about creating a facebook page. Thihal said they 

are looking into it. 

  Thihal went on to talk about the technical symposium in the spring 

semester. He said we need to start working on that. He mentioned that 

speakers/presenters from other universities could be invited. Mike 

suggested PD and social events committees work on it. It was mentioned 

that awards will be given. Thihal also asked if it should be a one or 

multiple day event.  

 Mike then asked attendees if they had received an email regarding a 

Walleyes game- most had. Mike then showed us the analysis website from 

which information regarding how many people visit the GSA website, 

how long they stay there, etc can be obtained. 

 

XIII. Adjournment  

 Meeting was adjourned, a second was received and the vote was unanimous. 

 

XIV. Debriefing  


