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I. Call to order  

 Thihal gave the call to order and welcomed everyone to the December 

GSA meeting.  11 people were present at the meeting 

 

II. Approve minutes from November 18, 2009 

 Minutes from the last meeting were not provided. Josh asked members 

present to read them from the GSA website and email any comments. 

 

III. Credit hours for doctoral students 

 Thihal said the graduate school has decided that doctoral students must 

register for 12 credit hours, effective Spring 2010. Many good points were 

brought up by members present regarding this decision. These included 

concerns about an increase in general fees due to going from 9 to 12 credit 

hours. Thihal assured members he would talk to the Dean of Graduate 

studies regarding this issue. It was also pointed out that graduate students 

need to register for 1 credit hour only the semester they plan to graduate. 

 

IV. Graduate College Open House 

 Thihal encouraged members to attend this event which was to be held 

December 16, 2009 from 12-2 pm at University Hall. He said this was an 

opportunity for graduate students to interact with faculty and staff. 

 

V. Innovation Enterprises  

 Thihal explained what this was since many had not heard of it. It is 

basically an internal office that collects and compiles data regarding 

funding across campus. This office provides information on how funding 

distribution has changed across campus over the last couple years, where 

funds are focused, etc. 

 

VI. Committee Breakout Session 

 Josh said committees would now get together for 10 min to talk and 

discuss what they were/wanted to do and then tell us what they had 

decided.  

 

VII. Social Events Committee and Public Relations Committee 

 The two groups were discussed matters together since they can 

compliment each other. Mike said the major goal for these two committees 

is to reach out to all graduate students. So how do we get people to come? 

One idea was to make GSA meetings more fun. Maybe meetings could be 

held at Rocky’s Attic. Also, advertise by email, facebook, etc for the 

meetings and have them in the form of a social event. It was also 

suggested that we discuss controversial ideas that will attract graduate 

students, such as health insurance. Someone suggested contacting the 

International Association to get student’s emails. 

 A couple events are in the works for the beginning of the Spring term. 

These include a bar night and a laser tag night. 
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VIII. Professional Development Committee 

 Main topic of discussion was the GSA symposium which will be held in 

the Spring term. It was decided it should be sometime in March. We need 

to figure out how many days it will be, how it will be done, budget, etc. 

The officers decided they will meet the following week to discuss these 

issues. 

 

IX. Travel Reimbursement Committee 

 Dawei said ~20 applications have been received and all will be approved 

for reimbursement. He pointed out that GPA was not used as a criterion. 

 

X. Public Relations Committee 

 Someone suggested having a job fair along with the GSA symposium, as 

well as a dinner at the end of the symposium with a keynote speaker. The 

committee said the most urgent task is getting the word out. They 

suggested advertising the meetings in the UT news email, sending a mass 

email, sending an email to the secretaries of the different departments and 

have them forward it to their students, etc. 

 Another suggestion was to have a monthly hot topics meeting where 

graduate students could communicate directly with the GSA. These could 

be held during lunch time. 

 

XI. New Business 

 The medical and law schools are setting up a 5k in April at Wildwood 

park. All graduate students are invited. 

 

XII. Adjournment  

 Meeting was adjourned. 

 

XIII. Debriefing  


