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I. Call to Order  

 Thihal gave the call to order and welcomed everyone to the January GSA 

meeting.  17 people were present at the meeting 

 

II. Approve Minutes from December 9, 2009 

 Minutes from the last meeting were approved. 

 

III. Updates from the Graduate Council 

 Thihal talked about Spring semester orientation that occurred the previous 

week. There are 160 new students this semester. He said the online 

application process was very successful. Out of the ~1100 applications, 

~90% were done online (70% main campus, 30% medical campus). Thihal 

also pointed out that due to the online processing, applications were 

processed within a week. 

 Electronic submission of dissertations is in the works. Soon, most likely 

by summer, printed copies will no longer be accepted.  

 An increase in general fees was also discussed. It was pointed out that by 

increasing these fees for graduate students, UT is making itself less 

competitive when it comes to recruiting. 

 

IV. Academic Standard Amendment (Change in the grading structure:GC) 

 Copies of the draft were provided for the attendees. The main issue was 

that the GC is planning to introduce a grade “E” which will go with the 

S/U grade. The E grade will be similar to a U. However, it will not count 

as an F (as a U does) and therefore will not affect a graduate students 

assistantship status. There were many objections from those present 

regarding this issue. Many were against it at first, but then said they would 

agree to it under certain changes. One of these changes has to do with how 

the decision is made to get an E versus a U. Attendees suggested having a 

panel that could review each individual case. 

 

V. GSA Symposium-Plan of Action 

 Thihal said a date has been set for it which is March 20, 2010.  

 Mike said approximately 19 universities have been invited. It will be held 

in the Memorial Field House on the main campus and is an all day event. 

Abstracts from participants will be submitted online. The deadline for 

abstract submission is February 26, 2010.   

 Mike said duties should be assigned to the different committees so that 

everyone knows what to do. Duties will include recruiting judges, 

gathering supplies, etc. 

 

VI. Guest Speaker for GSA Symposium  

 Mike said we had to think of names who would interest a lot of people. 

Someone local is best for the budget. Some suggestions from the GC are 

people from First Solar, Xunlight, etc. Someone also suggested Marcy 

Kaptur.  
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VII. Spring Semester Mixer 

 Will be held Friday, January 22, 2010 at Bunker’s. Remind your friends! 

 

VIII. Hot Topics  

 This is something done by the medical students on the HSC. It is a 

meeting set during lunch time where graduate students can directly 

interact with members of the GSA panel. A topic that is of interest to 

graduate students is talked about, as well as any other topic students would 

like to discuss. It is a time where committee members can hear the 

concerns of the graduate students. Preliminary dates have been set for 

February 16 & 17, 2010 on the main campus, February 16, 2010 for the 

HSC students.   

 It was suggested that lunch would be provided. The hardest thing to do 

now is make sure graduate students know about it. Someone suggested a 

mass email. 

 

IX. Facebook 

 Josh said the facebook page will be used for social networking. He encouraged 

everyone to invite all their friends to join. It was also mentioned that there is a 

facebook link on the GSA website. 

 

X. Committee Breakout Session 

 Josh said committees would now get together for 10 min to talk and 

discuss what they were/wanted to do and then tell us what they had 

decided.  

 

XI. Social Events Committee  

 There are a couple of events that were suggested. They were: 

o Laser tag night 

o Paintball 

o Ice skating 

o Comedy night 

 

XII. Professional Development Committee 

 They reminded everyone about 3 workshops being held by the GC. It was 

also mentioned that since these workshops usually had a limited number 

of seats, if more people wanted to attend, a request could be made to move 

them to bigger rooms. 

 

XIII. Travel Reimbursement Committee 

 Dawei said ~25 applications have been received and all will be approved 

for reimbursement. He said there was still ~$8000 left for spring and 

summer. He said graduate students from both campuses are encouraged to 

apply. It was also mentioned that a student could apply once a semester. 
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XIV. Public Relations Committee 

 The main goal for this committee in the next weeks is recruiting more 

schools to the GSA symposium. So far there are 19 of them. 

 

XV. New Business 

 The engineering students complained that there is no cafeteria close to the 

engineering department. They wanted to know if something could be set-

up near them.  

 The parking situation was also discussed. Someone suggested looking into 

the number of parking passes sold and compare it to the number of 

students on campus.  

 Duties for the symposium were distributed as follows: 

o Social Events-Scheduling 

o PD-Keynote speaker 

o Josh-Supplies 

o TR-Judges 

 

XVI. Adjournment  

 Meeting was adjourned. 

 

XVII. Debriefing  


