
Minutes for Graduate Student Association General Assembly  

September 20, 2011 

   

   

 

Representatives Present: 

Michael Bechill, Joshua Waldman, Eric Brown, Xinyi Men, Jacquelyn Cearfoss, Rachael 

Jetson, Laura Scroggs, Namrata Madan, Sam Marcellino, David Leggat, Paul Roland, 

Qingnian Goh, Aaron Shaw, Erin Swedish, Kellie Plasman, Tiffany Hairston. 

 

Representatives Absent Without Proxy: 

Minal Bhadane, Mrudula Borse, Priyanka Poynis, Chenhlei Haung, Kaushik Shandilya,  

Alissa Delong. 

 

Guests: 

Kate Ennis, Jennifer Sieracki, Jihad Dakkak, Sarah Kurfis, Allison Roach, Nicole Ladd, 

Aparna Sahu, Miranda Vollmer, Monica Mcknight, Samira VashegheuriFarahaui, Ellen 

Hashigucui 

 

I. Call to order  

 The call to order was made by Michael Bechill.  33 people were in attendance.  

 

II. HLC Accreditation  

 The UT seld study was introduced by Jim Winkler.  He explained that the goal of 

this self study was to find aspects in which the university could improve upon. He 

stressed about the importance of improving upon diversity and said that this was his 

overriding goal. He feels that having under represented students and faculty, along with 

having international students and faculty will help to greatly improve the culture of UT.   

 Jim Winkler then spoke of the importance of GSA.  He explained that the GSA 

has a role and a duty to expand resources and technology to the graduate students as this 

will help offer a more well rounded educational experience. He went on to praise the 

GSA for their continued efforts in offering events that help students to develop both 

personally and professionally.  

 Finally, it was mentioned that the self study should be available for the public to 

view as this would allow the public to see what UT is truly about.  

                  

III. GSA Introduction 

 Michael bechill introduced GSA to the general assembly. He noted that the most 

fundamental role of the GSA is to represent the 5000 graduate students that are currently 

enrolled at UT.  He went on to explain that the GSA is able to do this is by having a 

system which is based on representation and that the general assembly is made up of 

those who have been selected to serve as representatives for their respective student 

populations.  Furthermore, he briefly explained the role of the GSA officers and 

explained that the officers are here to relay the concerns of the students to the 

administration through serving on committees and attending graduate and executive 

council meetings. Furthermore, he explained how the officers are here to provide a 

backbone to the structure of GSA.  The GSA officers were then asked to introduce 

themselves.   

   
1. Joshua Waldman – Vice president  

2. Eric Brown – Health Science Campus Secretary  
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3. Xinyi Men – Main Campus Secretary 

4. Walter Anderson – Treasurer, absent, (Introduced by Mr. Bechill) 

5. Michael Bechill – President  

 

Mr. Bechill spoke of the significance of being a general council member.  He 

explained the, in serving as a representative, it is crucial to attend all GSA general 

assembly meetings as this is main venue where concerns from the student are brought to 

the GSA.  With this he laid out the attendance guidelines.  …..”attendance at general 

assembly meeting is mandatory.  Each person is allowed one absence per year.  If you are 

unable to attend, you should send someone from your department as a representative”.  

Furthermore, it is required of all general assembly members to serve on a standing 

committee.   

Mr. Bechill then described the new GSA office (1504 SU).  The officers are 

currently involved in adding the furniture and other furnishings. One of the main 

functions of the GSA office will be to serve as a venue where students could come and 

discuss their concerns.  In order to offer this service to the students the GSA will be 

having office hours.  Office hours should be set by the October general assembly 

meeting.  General assembly members should plan to 1 hour per week month with the goal 

of offering 10 hours per week as a collective body.   

 

IV. Updates from Graduate Council 

 

 The tuition at UT combined with high fees, makes UT the most expensive 

graduate school in the state of Ohio. The GSA continues to advocate that this high tuition 

and high fee schedule will ultimately severely hurt the University of Toledo by severely 

limiting its’ ability to compete with other universities to attract highly qualified graduate 

students.   

                 

V. Introduction of GSA Web set  

 

 Mr. Bechill took us through the GSA website.  The website address is 

www.utoledogsa.com. He explained that the website is updated on a daily basis and 

serves to communicate all GSA happenings to everyone interested.   

  

VI. Midwest Graduate Research Symposium 
 

 Mr. Bechill spoke of the Midwest Graduate Research Symposium (MGRS) and 

explained how it is the GSA’s biggest event.  This year the event is held on March 24, 

2012 and we are expecting 300 presenters to attend.  We still need to collect funds to 

offset the expenses put forward by the graduate college. Additionally, we need to identify 

a key note speaker.  

 

VII. Committee Assignment  

 

 Bechill spoke of the collective role that the committees play. The committees 

serve as the driving force which allows the GSA to accomplish the goal of serving the 

graduate students.  There are currently four committees.  
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1. Professional Development Committee 

2. Travel Reimbursement Committee 

3. Public Relations Committee 

4. Social Events Committee 

 

 A 15 minute “committee break-out session” was held allowing each committee to 

discuss relative items and issues.  New members were asked to align themselves with a 

committee which they thought they would most interested in.  After the 15 minute break-

out session, each committee chair person gave a brief update.   

 

Professional Development – Asked if anyone would be interested in speaking at 

an upcoming event.  This speaker must have published as either a primary author or co-

author.  

 

Travel Reimbursement – Bechill spoke for the travel reimbursement committee 

and explained that this committee would be meeting bi-weekly to process travel 

reimbursement claims.   

 

Public Relations committee – Rachel spoke of the role that the PR committee 

plays in advertising the GSA to the graduate students of UT. Furthermore, the expressed 

how the PR committee plays a pivotal role in recruiting for the MGRS and that those 

efforts are already underway.   

 

Social Events Committee – Jacquelyn spoke of the role that the social events 

committee plays in offer fun events which serve as stress relief to many graduate 

students.  Furthermore, she explained how these events also serve as fund raisers for the 

GSA.  The first event planned is a bowling night which is scheduled for Nov.  11th. 

 

VIII. New Business 

 

 No new business was discussed.   

 

IX. Adjourn 

 

 Mr. Bechill moved to adjourn the meeting.  The move to adjourn was seconded.  

 

 


