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I. Call to order  

 Thihal gave the call to order and welcomed everyone to the October GSA 

meeting.  17 people were present at the meeting 

 

II. Approve minutes from September 16, 2009 

 Josh explained why we approve the minutes from the prior meeting and 

also the process which is involved in doing so. The minutes were 

approved, seconded, and voted on unanimously.    

 

III. General Assembly Membership Update 

 Michael talked about the importance of growing membership of the 

general assembly.  He noted that it is our goal to obtain membership from 

all departments/colleges and that such membership will help us to truly 

represent a much larger number of graduate students.   

 

IV. Discuss Sigma Xi Symposium 

 Thihal talked to everyone about what Sigma Xi.  More specifically he talk 

of the Sigma Xi symposium and the role that GSA is expected to fulfill in 

this symposium.  At that time he stressed that GSA is expected to have 

several volunteers at this event and subsequently asked for volunteers.  

Minal volunteered.   

 

 Michael Bechill brought up the concern of the lack of notification to the 

HSC graduate students.  He said that the HSC graduate students were not 

made aware of this symposium and consequently none of them entered.   

 

V. Travel Reimbursement Committee  

 Dawei talked to us about progress which has been made in re-designing 

the reimbursement form.  He went on to say that he expected that the GSA 

would receive approximately 30 applications each semester and that non-

members and members of GSA can receive up to 125 and 200 dollars 

respectively.   He asked that the GSA members would help to pass the 

word on reimbursement and asked for further opinions with regards to the 

form.  He was asked what the turn around period would be for those who 

submit a request and he responded that he expected it to take 2-4 weeks.  

Dawei said that once he receives a request, he sends an email letting the 

requester know that the forms were received.   

 Mike noted that we are working towards an on-line request form.   

 

VI. Public Relations Committee 

 Saurahb Sharma talked to us about what this committee has done thus far 

and also what ideas we have.  He mentioned that the committee has sent 

an email to channel 11 asking if they would be interested in highlighting 

gradtuate research in hopes to give the community an idea of what 

graduate students are working on at UT. Several suggestions were given as 



Graduate Student Association General Assembly Minutes 

October 21, 2009 

             

   

how to improve the letter.  One of these suggestions was to implicitly state 

that we represent GSA.   

 

 

VII. Social Events Committee 

 Michael talked with us about what the social committee has been looking 

into.  In the last meeting it was mentioned that on way to increase 

attendance at GSA meetings would be to serve pizza or other types of 

food.  Michael noted that the committee considered this but thought this 

may be a problem due to the fact that GSA only has 349 dollars assigned 

for social events.  He went on to mention that the committee is considering 

the idea of having a social event/hang out time at a bar/pub.  Ideally, one 

way to cover some of the cost and to make the event cheaper would be to 

split the bar’s cover charge 50/50 with the owner.  Also, the committee is 

considering setting up a social event a Toledo Walleyes hockey game.    

 

VIII. Professional Development Committee 

 Minal talked with us about the first event being hosted by GSA which is 

titled, “Career Planning for Masters Students”, and is taking place on Nov. 

5th.  Thihal noted that there is also going to be a dissertation workshop and 

that 50 students have already registered.   

 Suarahb brought up the idea of having a grant writing workshop.   

 

IX. Health Science Campus Parking Update 

At the last meeting the issue of student parking for HSC students was brought to 

our attention.   

 Michael addressed this concern by looking into how many more students 

are scheduled to move to the HSC and how many more parking spots are 

available.  He noted that 740 more students were coming and that the 

parking lot behind the Dana conference center is available for student 

parking.  Also, Michael noted that the administration was not planning to 

add any additional parking either in the form of a lot or a garage.   

 

X. Committee Reassignment and Breakout Session 

Committees were re-assigned so that one person was not on more than one 

committee.  Thihal noted that it is important to have someone from both the MC 

and the HSC on each committee.   

 

Prof. Dev.  Trav. Reimbursement      Personal Rel.     Social Events      

Minal    Dawei   Saurahb  Chase 

Jeff   Chris   Josh   Michael   

Thihal   Anish   Majid   Tamam 

Stacy   Nithya    Nate   Andy 

Walter   Linda   Justin 
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XI. Graduate Student Association Web Site Update 

 Michael pulled up the website during the meeting and navigated through 

the content.  He said that it will be updated after every meeting.  Also he 

showed us where the reimbursement link was and that he would like to 

convert this to a PDF.    

 

XII. Updates from the President 

 Updates from GC & GCEC meeting  

 Noted that this is the decision making body for the graduate departments.  Also, 

he noted that they have made the application process entirely online.   

 Law college involvement with GSA 

 He noted that there have been some issues regarding a miscommunication about 

the law schools representation in GSA.  It is not entirely clear where this mishap 

originated but we are glad to have a law school representative.    

 Nomination of GSA representative to the Student Activity Committee 

 He noted that this is this is the committee which allocates funds to all of the 

student organizations.  He this said that GSA needs a volunteer to represent GSA.  

He asked for a volunteer but know on volunteered.  

 GSA office (SU) 

 He noted that GSA officers now have access to the office which is located on the 

second floor of the union.  He said that the office is intended for meeting with 

students and officers.   

 

XIII. New Business  

Concerns with the new email system were brought up.  Members said that the 

new email address seems very unprofessional “rockets.utoledo…”.  Thihal talked 

about the student organization manual and requested that all of look at it.  He also 

requested that we consider meeting in person with each department chair in order 

to achieve our goal of obtaining full representation from all departments.   

 

XIV. Adjournment  

 Meeting was adjourned, a second was received and the vote was unanimous 

 

XV. Debriefing  


