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Agenda for Graduate Student Association General Assembly 

February 21st, 2018 

 

 

The February meeting of the University of Toledo graduate student association was held on the 
Health Sciences Campus in Health Education Building Room105 (HEB105). The officers 
present were the President (Mitch Haines), the Vice President (Alisa Nammavong), the 
treasurer (Geethika Liyanange), Health Science Secretary (Angelique Nyinawabera), Main 
Campus Secretary (Lilli Fishman) and the Communications Specialist (Chris Arnst).  

Representatives Present: Christina Jones, Derian Kuneman, Jeremy Holloway, Marko 
Jovanoski, Mandy Lautzenheiser, Jaclyn Sullivann, Ashley Murray, Ethel Tackie-YarboiGabriel 
Kreider-Letterman, Sahar Atshan, Ibeh Omodolor, Susmita Sharma, Brandi Kimbrough, Katsumi 
Takeno, Kristy Kugy  

Representatives Absent without Proxy: Jake Kvistad, Aastha Chadha, Amit Chougule,  

The call to order was made by Mitchell Haines at 6:16pm; 80 total people were in attendance. 

Jaclynn Sullivan motioned to approve the January 2018 minutes and Ashley Murray seconded. 

Due to the stress of graduate school, and because graduate students often interact with 
undergraduates as TAs, it was suggested that the students in crisis program was abbreviated 
and presented at the meeting by James Townsend and Donald Kamm. This presentation was 
intended for graduate students to help other students – but also to help provide graduate 
students with help should they need it.  

James Townsend of University Counseling spoke and reminded students of their confidentiality 
policies (everything is confidential with the exception of intentions to hurt oneself or others). 
Their office is currently in rocket hall. They went over their services, which include screening, 
couples counseling (as long as both parties are university affiliated), crisis intervention, 
counseling, educational, outreach, and training for interns. You can make an appointment, walk 
in at 10, 2, or 4 for urgent matters, or just stop by for emergencies. He discussed how to 
recognize distressed students and how to approach a student that you are worried about (being 
direct, in private). The counseling office’s number is 419 530 2426.  

Donald Kamm presented on behalf of the Title IX office. Employees of the university are 
required to report any incidents (rape, sexual assault…etc.) taking place on campus, or affecting 
on campus activities. Reporting should be done on the University Title IX website. Students 
often “beat around the bush” when telling authorities (including TAs), but as soon as you realize 
that they are reporting assault, you should tell them that you are required to report the incident – 
at this point, if they request confidentiality, you should provide resources but discuss it no 
further. Please remind students that they have the right to go to law enforcement. Sexual 
misconduct resource guide is available on the University Title IX website for more specific 
information and resources.  
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Mitch Haines presented updates from University Governance. 

There have been discussions about having safe ride programs to reduce drunk driving and to 
make sure that students get home safely from bars and places around campus.  

There is a push to help inform graduate students about summer courses to expedite degree 
completion.  

There was discussion about the high rates of failing both in graduate student and 
undergraduates and how they can be helped.  

The University is starting to track university registration and issues with registration; if you’ve 
experienced crashes during registration, please let us know. There will be new software for 
degree audits purchased soon. 

The 3 Minute Thesis program is underway and prep workshops are occurring. Please visit the 
College of Graduate Studies’ website for more information and dates on this program and other 
professional development opportunities. There is an event coming up on Monday, February 26th 
for elevator pitches. 

The Graduate Student Research Award recipients were honored at Graduate Council; they are: 

1. Briana Zellner (PhD Microbiology, College of Medicine and Life Sciences) 
2. Kapil Raghuraman (MS Bioengineering, College of Engineering) 
3. Yopina Pertiwi (PhD Experimental Psychology, Arts and Letters) 
4. Thomas Valachovics (MS Geology, Natural Sciences and Math) 
5. Vinod Kumar Gattoji (PhD Chemistry, Natural Sciences and Math) 
6. Cory Howard (PhD Cancer Biology, Medicine and Life Sciences) 

The Strategic plan was discussed, and more specifically how we can make UT more 
competitive to prospective students by providing stipends and statistics to show how successful 
our students are. In addition they are discussing helping graduate students with job training 
placement to help train students. This has, in part, resulted in a collaboration with the GSA’s 
professional development committee. They are working together to create professional 
development programs to improve graduate students’ experiences, learning, and success both 
during school and after graduation.  

There was also discussion about graduation times, and how the College of Graduate Studies 
could encourage students to graduate in a timely manner.  

There was also discussion on how we could better incorporate student affairs into the graduate 
student population. Part of this discussion resulted in the Students in Crisis training that we had 
tonight.  
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The balance of TA duties with degree associated responsibilities was discussed, and more 
specifically how the College of Graduate Studies can encourage teaching duties can be 
beneficial to the TA and to their success in their program. 

Graduate School commencement will be completely separate from undergraduate 
commencement this spring – both hooding and commencement will occur on May 3rd, 2018. 
This should shorten both ceremonies and will better honor our graduating students.  

Grad Council also discussed making a missed class policy to address how faculty should 
handle graduate students absences in extenuating circumstances.  

Treasurer Geethika Liyanange presented the current budget. We are experiencing an influx in 
travel reimbursements and Geethika anticipates that we will spend our complete budget before 
the end of the year. As always, please remember to fill out your pre-travel paperwork at least 2 
weeks before your travel date, and file the return paperwork within 2 weeks of returning.  

There was confusion regarding the active membership for students volunteering to help with the 
MGRS. Students volunteering to help with the MGRS are eligible for $300, not $400, as had 
previously been communicated. Only the coordinators are eligible for the $400 of 
reimbursement. Furthermore, volunteers acquire 6 months of active membership, which allows 
them membership throughout the summer. Please consider volunteering if you are considering 
filing for travel reimbursement for summer conferences, as often student’s memberships expire 
during the summer, prior to their August conferences. 

Mitchel Haines highlighted that the National Association of Graduate and Professional Schools 
is a good resource for the PROSPER Act, and other legislation that is affecting graduate 
students.  

Alisa Namavog presented the MGRS update. We already have a lot of volunteers registered, 
and we do cap the number of volunteers, so if you are interested in acquiring active 
membership from volunteering, please register ASAP. Our registrations, for presenters, 
attendees, and judges are comparable to previous years. For presenters, please remember that 
this year, you may get a judge outside of your field – therefore, keep in mind that your talk 
should be tailored for a broader audience than in past years. New this year, we will have door 
prizes for attendees and participants! 

Ethyl Tackie-Yarboi, chair of the professional development committee  provided updates and 
reminded students about the upcoming powerpoint presentation event Feb 28th that was 
rescheduled from Feb 9th. In addition there is an AWIS Imposter Syndrome Discussion Event 
on April 13th. All events have food, so please attend! 

Sahar Atshan, chair for the social events committee reminded everyone of the mixer on March 
16th at table 44 at 8pm. Please attend and encourage your friends to too! 
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The online form for declaring interest in running for a GSA E-board position is active. At the 
March 13th meeting, the floor will be open for nominations and short speeches from candidates. 
Afterwards, there will be a 2 week period where student can vote for their candidate on the GSA 
website. Position expectations, requirements, eligibility, hours, and stipends are all available on 
our GSA page. Voting is anonymous, GSA has no role in counting votes. 

Jaclynn Sullivan motioned to adjourn and Ashley Murray seconded. 

 

 

 


