
Minutes from the Graduate Student Association (GSA) General Assembly meeting: 

09/19/17 

  

The first monthly meeting of the University of Toledo graduate student association was held on 

the Health Sciences Campus in Health Education Building Room105 (HEB105). The 

officers present were the President (Micth Haines), the Vice President (Alisa Nammavong), the 

Health Science Secretary (Angelique Nyinawabera), Main Campus Secretary (Lilli Fishman) and 

the Communications Specialist (Chris Arnst). The absent officer was the treasurer (Geethika 

Liyanange). 

Representatives Present: Christina Jones, Derian Kuneman, Jeremy Holloway, Marko 

Jovanoski, Mandy Lautzenheiser, Jaclyn Sullivann, Ashley Murray, Ethel Tackie-yarboi, Jake 

Kvistad,, Gabriel Kreider-Letterman, Sahar Atshan, Aastha Chadha, Amit, Ibeh Omodolor, 

Susmita Sharma 

Representatives Absent without Proxy: Clark Ausloos, Ruthwik Junuthula 

 

 

Mr. Mitch Haines made the call to order at 6:05 pm with 40 students in attendance. 

Mr. Haines kicked the meeting off with a call for approval of minutes from April2017. Two reps 

approved the minutes: Sahar and Ashley.  

Mr. Haines introduced the 2017-2018 executive board and gave a brief overview of what GSA 

is/does. Mr. Haines also gave a brief overview of the welcome week field day event and touched 

upon the compensation survey that was sent out to grad students at the beginning of the semester. 

One rep pointed out that it would be a good idea to make an anonymous survey so that we can 

get more feedback from students who might be concerned with their privacy; Mr. Haines 

explained that the survey was kept confidential as all the emails were deleted afterwards. 

 

Mr. Haines introduced both Dean Amanda Bryant-Friedrich and Dr. Cynthia Gruden, the newly 

appointed dean of academic and student affairs.  Dean Bryant-Friedrich welcomed everyone 

back to school, gave introduction about herself and how to get to her (find one of her students or 

email her because grad students are her priority). Dean Bryant-Friedrich emphasized the fact 

that the main priority of her office is to make life easier and comfortable for all grad 

students in particular. Dr. Gruden said she has an office on HSC campus which is located in 

Mulford library room119. Dr. Gruden re-iterated that their office has grad students as their 

priority and students are encouraged to go talk to them about anything from personal challenges 

to academic difficulties etc. Dr. Gruden mentioned that she will be a regular attendee at the 

general assembly meeting in order to foster the relationship between grad students and her office.  

 

Mr. Haines encouraged the attendees to visit GSA website regularly in order to stay in tune 

with what GSA is doing. 

Mr. Haines updated the assembly about the 2017-2018 budget. For travel reimbursement, the 

policies and allocated amounts will remain the same as last year for everyone (reps, eboard, 

active and inactive members).  Mr. Haines then updated the assembly on changes in officer 

stipends/tuition for next year (2018-2019). In collaboration with COGS, they have decided that 

stipend amount will remain the same but tuition money will be fixed for all the positions 

regardless of the program of study since before it depended upon a person’s program of study.  



Mr. Haines went through the budget powerpoint and expenses are expected to stay the same as 

last year except an anticipated increase in travel reimbursement budget (up to $44702).  

For students travelling internationally, Mr. Haines said it is mandatory for them to fill out 

a form which needs to be sent out to CISP office.   

 

Mr. Haines updated the assembly on external committee meetings that he sat into: the President’s 

Advisory Council (04-06-17), Graduate council (09-05-17), Provost (09-15-17) and College of 

graduate studies. Some of the key points from these meetings were that the pipe which is under 

construction is expected to be completed in the next 2 years; parking lots will be changed and 

new parking fees will be assessed for faculty and staff to balance out students parking fees. 

University will not be completely closed down for winter breaks; however, the university is 

yet to decide on which buildings on both campus will remain open and Dean Bryant-

Friedrich encouraged students to ask their PI/ dean / administrative person about closing 

labs over winter break. Dean Bryant-Friedrich added that the heating system will be 

completely shut down.  

Mr. Haines announced a new big event coming up: Day of giving Oct12th-Oct13th (36hr 

event) to collect donations from alumni.  

 Mr. Haines updated the assembly on the strategic plan and said it was finalized. Mr. Haines 

encouraged students to dwell more on the positives of UT (for instance: UT was ranked #1 in 

Ohio for value and lowest debt rate for its graduates).  

 

Mr. Haines informed the audience that Students affairs will be on call to help students with 

any problems (from addiction to academic resources). Ms. Nammavong reiterated this 

need for support for students (For students with emergencies and/or seeking consult, please 

contact (419) 343-9946). 

Mr. Haines added that the Medical center has a detox center available to students. 

Ms. Fishman reiterated the responsibilities of all the reps (attendance, communication and 

committee service). Mr. Haines briefly encouraged students to apply for the graduate 

research awards coming up in the next months.  

Ms. Alisa briefly talked about MGRS (which will be on April 7th 2018) and said we were still 

looking for a keynote speaker. She quickly went through the overview of the events with more 

details to be discussed in the next general assembly meeting. 

 

There was no budget request presented at the meeting but there will be one in the next 

meeting.  

 

The general assembly split up into groups for everyone to sign up to be a member of at least one 

committee (Public relations, Professional Development, Social events, Research and 

Development and Budget review).  

Last but not least, representative Jaclynn Sullivan moved to adjourn and representative Ashley 

Murray seconded the motion at 7:11pm.  

 

 

  

 

 


